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Abstract:

This study engaged in the analysis of the relationship among security, national integration and development in Nigeria. The
central argument in the study is that the relationship among these variables is not linear but dialectical and reinforcing. In
other words, while security challenges in Nigeria have had a profound influence on national development, the crisis of national
integration has equally impacted on the collective perception of the origin and causes of the security challenges on the one
hand, and national development on the other. Thus, in line with mainstream submissions in extant literature, findings in the
paper indicated that development, whether in socio-cultural, economic, or political terms, cannot take place in any form or
degree in an environment characterized by insecurity and uncertainties as is the case in Nigeria. To address the negative
resultant effects of security challenges and crisis of national integration on development, the paper recommended, among
other things imperative of structural, institutional and sectoral reforms in Nigeria as policy options for addressing these
challenges of security, national integration and development.
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INTRODUCTION tability (Chauvert and Coller, 2005; Adetula, 2005).
As Bazergan (1991) has asserted, security issues are
moving rapidly up the development agenda. Behind t
he emerging concept of ‘security first’ is the recogniti
on that a secure environment is a necessary foundati
on for sustainable development. Duffield (2001) equ
ally agrees with this, according to him, the very notio
n of development has been radicalized. This radicaliz
ation is closely associated with the redefinition of sec
urity because conflict is understood as stemming fro
m a developmental malaise; underdevelopment itself
is now seen as a source of instability. It is also in this

Though security-development nexus, otherwise refer
red to as ‘securitization of development’, which estab
lishes the impact of security crisis on national develo
pment, is a recent entrant into security and develop
ment discourses generally, the debate has however, r
emained a recurrent one. The central submission or
assumption of the security-development debate in th
e extant literature is that development in whatever fo
rm, can neither take place nor be achieved in an envi
ronment characterized by insecurity and political ins
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context that Akindoyeni (2005:5) has argued that “d
evelopment must be perceived in terms of security, g
ood health facilities, unhindered access to potable w
ater and freedom to live, work and to go about perso
nal businesses without let or hindrance.”

This debate has, however, been sustained by develop
ments in international political system, especially sin
ce the collapse of Soviet Union in 1991. While this ep
ochal event signaled the end of the Cold War rivalry
between the Western and Eastern blocs, it has also w
itnessed another significant development, much mor
e dangerous than the Cold War rivalry; the transfor
mation in the nature and dimension of international
conflicts. Armed conflicts have increasingly gravitate
d from inter-state to intra-state dimension. As Nnoli
(2006) has observed, the post-Cold War era has witn
essed a shift in the nature of armed conflicts from int
er-state to intra-state so that it has now become imp
ossible to address security matters without taking ac
count of related questions of human rights, humanit
arian affairs and development.

A careful examination of the submissions of this deb
ate will most certainly prove its validity, especially w
hen applied within the African context. Since, the mi
d-twentieth century, Africa has been in a state of atro
phy, characterized by the outbreak of sporadic and vi
olent social conflicts, insecurity, and political instabil
ity including the outbreak of deadly diseases and pan
demics such as HIV/AIDs and Ebola Virus Disease (
EVD). From Sudan to South Sudan; Burundi to Dem
ocratic Republic of Congo (DRC), Somalia to Central
African Republic (CAR); Mali to Libya; Guinea to Lib
eria; Sierra Leone to Nigeria; Tunisia to Egypt; Zimb
abwe to South Africa, African States have been in on
e form of intra-state conflict or the other. According
to Ogbonnaya (2013:7):

These conflicts, have been occasioned by a n
umber of factors, namely, weak domestic sec
urity architecture and institutions, governan
ce failures, political exclusionism, mass pove
rty and expansive inequality, porosity of nati
onal borders and underdevelopment of bord
er communities, religious extremism and ra
dicalisation, proliferation of weapons from d
estabilised countries in the aftermath of the
Arab Spring and the influence of the process
of globalisation.

However, a review of the extant literature on security
-development nexus reveals that not much has been
done with regards to the place and significance of na
tional integration, as a process in nation building, to
the escalation or otherwise of security and developm
ent challenges, especially in pluralistic societies such
as Nigeria. Yet, experiences have severally shown, es
pecially among European countries, that there is an i
ntricate relationship and nexus among security, nati
onal integration and development. As has been note
d here, achieving development is easier in a well-inte
grated and secured society just as insecurity on the o
ther hand, poses a threat not just to national integrat
ion but also to the territoriality and sovereignty of na
tion-states and the legitimacy of political regimes. In
fact, one of the characteristics of national integration
established by Amitai Etzioni as far back as 1963 is t
hat an integrated system is one, which among other t
hings, has developed mechanisms through which co
nflicts are resolved without a resort to violence (Etzi
oni, 1963).

Conceptual Clarification

In this study, there are concepts whose usage needs c
larification. Clarifying concepts is not only a method
ological guide and imperative, it gives perspectives a
nd levels of accuracy in pursuit of knowledge. In the
exercise of this methodological guide, there is the lik
elihood of inundating the reader with many definitio
ns, be it micro or macro, to aviod this pitfall, only Hu
man Security and Development would be considere
d necessary to define here.

The 'human security' notion of national security was
originally proposed by Dr. Mahud ul Haq in the 1994
United Nations Human Development Report. It eme
rged from the post Cold War multi disciplinary reass
essment of security in the light of the emerging globa
1 security exigencies and challenges (Usman, 2012).
The argument sets forth that ensuring 'freedom fro
m want' and 'freedom from fear' for all persons is the
best path to tackle the problem of global insecurity.

However, human security can be viewed to have two
main aspects. First, is the safety from chro
nic threats as hunger, disease and repression
; second, is the protection from sudden and
hurtful disruptions in the patterns of daily lif
e whether in homes, in jobs or in communiti
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es of which such threats can exist at all levels
of national income and development. Thus s
imply put, human security puts into conside
rations the quality of life by which the peopl
e of a society or polity exist. Therefore, anyth
ing which threatens this quality of life such a
s change in demographic, conflicts, pollution
s, limited access to stock or resources, and s
o on is a security threat. In other words, it en
tails an integrated, sustainable, comprehensi
ve security from fear, protection from violen
ce whether inflicted by man or by nature, pr
otection of lives and property, poverty, social
and cultural deprivation, and hunger. (Ginke
1 and Newman)

In the light of this fact, Development, according to (
Sen, 1999:1) requires the removal of major sources o
f unfreedom: poverty as well as tyranny, poor econo
mic opportunities as well as systematic social depri
vation, neglect of public facilities as well as intoleran
ce or overactivity of repressive states. Development
in this sense would mean, an inclusive economic op
portunities for citizens, a free and fair electoral syste
m that guarantees good governance and democracy,
provision of basic social infrastructures for the popul
ace and above all respect for human rights. When thi
s is achieved, human security and development is gu
aranteed to a far reaching extent.

However, this paper takes up the challenge of bridgi
ng this gap in the literature. Using Nigeria as a focus,
it examines the nexus between national integration a
nd security and how this affects or influences develo
pment. In doing this, much efforts will be made to pr
ovide answers to the following questions;

1. What are the challenges of development in N
igeria?

2. What is the impact of these challenges on se
curity and national integration?

3. To what extent have the nature of security a
nd national integration exacerbated the chall
enges of development in Nigeria?

4. In what ways can the challenges of developm
ent be transformed and their negative impac
ts on security and national integration ameli
orated?

Providing answers to this question will not only give
more insights into the dimensions of the interactions

and nature of the relationship among these variables
, it will also help in the understanding of their funda
mental causes, how they reinforce each other and po
ssible policy measures that can transform the challen
ges of development and ameliorate the negative cons
equences of insecurity and crisis of national integrati
on in Nigeria.

Nigeria and the Crisis of National Integration

National integration remains one issue that has since
independence in 1960 dominated scholarly, political
and policy discourses in Nigeria. The reason for this
may be located in the heterogeneous nature of the Ni
gerian state. In these discourses, national integration
has been described in various terminologies; nationa
1 cohesion, national unity, nation-building, among ot
hers (see Kuna, 2005; Ojo, 2009; Nnoli, 2010). The
various descriptive terminologies given to national i
ntegration has resulted in the concept being subjecte
d to a myriad of interpretations. For instance, while
Coleman and Rosberg (1964) defined national integr
ation as the progressive reduction of cultural and reg
ional tensions and discontinuities in the process of cr
eating a homogenous political community; Frank an
d Wilfred (2013) defined it as the processes in which
the different people in a state transfer primordial all
egiance to one central authority, which becomes the
representative of the people, who take conscious step
s towards nation-building. For Tahir (1999), national
integration refers to the process of creating a mental
outlook, which will prompt and inspire every person
to place loyalty to the country above narrower sectari
an interest.

The foregoing definitions indicate the following;

1. That national integration has to do with the
“bringing together of different parts into a w
hole” (Frank and Ukpere, 2013: 483);

2. Ttis a process that results in political cohesio
n and shifting of individual, group or region
al sentiments and loyalty to a central authori
ty and institutions;

3. The process also results in members of the s
ystem developing escalating sequence of con
tact, cooperation, consensus and community
through the building of unifying strong bond
s that are maintained and sustained over tim
e through awareness by members of the syst
em of a common heritage.
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4. That the central authority must also evolve a
system through which people of different ba
ckgrounds do not just regard each other as
members of the same state but also have obli
gation towards one another (Frank and Ukp
ere, 2013: 483). In other words, national int
egration must evolve an understanding, resp
ect and appreciation of the differences of the
individuals, groups and entities being integr
ated.

However, like many other African countries with hist
orical and cultural diversities and heterogeneity, suc
h as Burundi, Democratic Republic of Congo, Kenya,
Rwanda, and Somali, among others, development in
Nigeria has since independence been marred by crisi
s of national integration. Nnoli (1980), Joseph (1991)
and Ake (2006), among many scholars, have attribut
ed this to colonialism. In a very copious and succinct
way; Ake has traced the origin of the crisis of nationa
1 integration and its attendant fallout in socio-econo
mic and political underdevelopment to the processes
that characterized the nationalist struggles that culm
inated into political independence across Africa. Acc
ording to him;

The nationalist movement was essentially a coalition
of disparate groups united by their common grievanc
es against colonial oppression. It was typically a net
work of nationalities, ethnic groups, religious organi
zations... and professional interest groups. But even t
hough they cooperated against the colonial regime, t
heir relationship was never free from tension and co
nflict. As the prospects for political independence im
proved, the solidarity of the movement grew weaker
and competition between its component units becam
e more intense. Although the members of the coalitio
n fought against the colonial power, they worried ab
out the enormous power they were trying to wrestle f
rom it, power they could not entrust to any one of th
em or even share...So while agitating to overthrow th
e colonial regime, the constituent elements of the coa
lition were also trying to block one another from app
ropriating it. Increasingly, their attention turned fro
m the colonial regime to one another, and eventually
the competition among these groups came to domin
ate political life.... By the time independence was ach
ieved in the early 1960s, the centrifugal tendencies h
ad grown strong enough in many countries...to threa
ten not only the transition to independence but, mor

e importantly, the political viability of the new gover
nments. In trying to deal with these forces of disunit
y, some African countries, like Nigeria, came to inde
pendence with such complex constitutions that syste
mic breakdown was inevitable (Ake, 2006: 4-5).

This inherent mistrust among the citizens, and espec
ially the political elite, has continued to determine th
e nature and pattern of political development and se
eming efforts at national integration in Nigeria. For i
nstance, from pre-independence era to the Second R
epublic, political party formations and alliances, poli
tical loyalty, patronage and allocation of state resour
ces bore the imprints of ethnic rather than national ¢
onsiderations. According to Ake, the formation of po
litical parties along ethnic or regional lines was occas
ioned by the entrenchment and institutionalization o
f ethnic nationalism in Nigeria. This was because, “th
e regions and political constituents tended to be hom
ogenous in ethnicity. Thus, to win an election you ha
d to win an ethnic group and if this happened to be 1
arge, a political base was guaranteed” (Ake, 1973: 35
0).

Azeez (2009) and Bande (2014) have contended that
Nigeria’s national identity has been at odds, since th
e colonial era with the appeal of more exclusive ethni
c identity. While tracing this to colonial administrati
on, they noted that the division of the country into th
ree regions for administrative convenience by the Ri
chards Constitution of 1946 led to the development o
f strong regional feelings, so that in pre-independenc
e Nigeria, party politics and party formation assume
d an ethnic complexion, even as it metamorphosed i
nto the post-independent First Republic. For instanc
e, while the Action Group developed from the politic
al wing of the cultural association of the Yoruba elite,
the Egbe Omo Oduduwa, the NCNC was closely allie
d with the Igbo State Union, which played a significa
nt role in the internal affairs of the party. In the sam
e vein, the NPC was founded by the Fulani aristocrac
y. Similarly, in the smaller ethnic groups, a local poli
tical party was often indistinguishable from the grou
p’s cultural association.

The consequence of this was such that by 1953, the
major political parties in Nigeria — AG, NCNC and N
PC, were associated with the major ethnic groups an
d the three regions, Western, Eastern and Northern r
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egions, respectively. To further crystallize the triparti
te ethnic cleavages, the party leaderships were struct
ured accordingly, viz: the Sardauna of Sokoto, Sir Ah
madu Bello led the NPC of the North; Dr. Nnamdi Az
ikwe held the ace for the Igbo NCNC, while Chief Ob
afemi Awolowo led the AG in the Yoruba West, each

TABLE- Regional Voting Pattern in 1959 General Elections

representing its ethnic/regional divides. This ethnic
and regional inclination of the pre-independent polit
ical parties also manifested in the voting pattern duri
ng the December 12, 1959 general elections (see Tabl

e1);

Political Partie | Presidential Candidates Regions

S East North West & Lagos | Total
AG (& Allies) Chief Obafemi Awolowo 14 25 34 73
NCNC/NEPU Dr. Nnamdi Azikiwe 58 8 23 89
NPC Sir Abubakar Tafawa Belewa - 134 - 134
Others 1 7 8 16
Total 73 174 64 312

Source: Compiled with Data from African Elections Database. Available at http://africanelections.tripod.com/ng.

html

A careful study of the Table reveals that the Action G
roup (AG), which was a predominantly Western Regi
onal party, featured a Yoruba candidate (Chief Obafe
mi Awolowo) and had the greatest support from that
region. Similarly, the NCNC, which was predominan
t in the Eastern Region featured an Igbo candidate (
Dr. Nnamdi Azikiwe) and received the highest numb
er of its votes from the region. And despite its allianc
e with a Northern-based party, Northern Elements P
rogressive Union (NEPU), NCNC did not record subs
tantial votes from the Northern Region. The Norther
n People’s Congress (NPC) also featured an Hausa/F
ulani candidate (Sir Abubakar Tafawa Balewa). The
Party did not win a single vote in both the Eastern an
d Western Regions.

Against this background, Diamond (1988) has articu
lated that the structure and political dynamics inher
ent in ethnic politics in Nigeria played fundamental
part in the pre-independence political development a
nd the 1964 federal election crisis that resulted in the
subsequent collapse of the First Republic. This domi
nant nature of political proclivity towards ethnic nati
onalism than nationalist preferences was equally a m
ajor factor that contributed to the collapse of the Sec
ond Republic (Joseph, 1991).

The Fourth Republic has not been an exception to th
is practice as political party formations and party pol

itics still bear to a large extent, the imprints of ethnic
rather than national considerations. For instance, th
e build up to the 2015 general elections was characte
rized by unprecedented level of campaign of calumn
y and character assassination founded upon ethno-re
ligious differences rather than on party ideology and
issues of national interest (Bande and Ogbonnaya, 2
016).

This crisis of national integration has also shaped in
dividual and group perceptions of governance and p
ublic institutions as well as collective understanding
of public policies, and responses to security and deve
lopment challenges in Nigeria. For three solid years,
the Nigeria-Biafra war was completely seen as an Ha
usa-Igbo affair. While millions of lives and property
were wasted, other ethnic nationalities watched with
indifference and maintained studied aloofness (Ezea
ni, 2013). A good understanding of the crisis of natio
nal integration will also explain why the Niger Delta
crisis was seen largely as an Ijaw affair by all and sun
dry until late President Yar’Adua came to leadership.
This was despite its negative implications to national
security and economy. For instance, it was reported t
hat by 2008, Nigeria’s petroleum productive capacit
y had dropped from 2.1million bpd to 700,000 bpd d
ue to militancy in Niger Delta region (Agbonifo, 2011
). Until recently, it was with indifference that many s
aw the Boko Haram insurgency as a northern affair,
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yet it has in its wake killed citizens from different par
ts of the country and devastated Nigeria’s national ec
onomy.

Summarizing the profound consequences of crisis of
national integration in Nigeria, Kukah (2011: 20) ass
erted that;

Nigeria has remained trapped in a time warp. It has
not succeeded in extricating itself from the colonial t
rap that is suffused with inherited prejudices, and di
storted social histories. History has continued to ser
ve as a platform for the reinforcement and concretiza
tion of age old regional, ethnic and religious prejudic
es. The result is that in politics, economics, educatio
n, academia, religion and every area of our national 1
ife, these prejudices continue to dog and shape the ¢
hoices we make in our relationships [and governance
1. Regionalism, religious affiliation and ethnicity still
weigh heavily as determinants in the choices and app
ointments of political officers.... The result is that the
nation lives under the weight of this contradiction.

Beside violent ethnic militia groups, there are, in vari
ous regions in Nigeria, many socio-cultural and polit
ical groupings, most of which are founded on the phi
losophy of non-violence, like Movement for the Actu
alization of the Sovereign State of Biafra (MASSOB)
and its splinter group, the Indigenous Peoples of Biaf
ra (IPOB) in the South East, the Odua People’s Cong
ress (OPC) in the South West, and the Movement for
the Survival of Ogoni People (MOSOP) in the South-
South are cases in points. Others such as Afanifere,
Ohaneze Ndigbo, Arewa Consultative Forum (ACF),
and South-South Peoples Assembly also exist. All the
se are clear pointers to the general lack of trust, confi
dence and belief in the Nigerian state as a federal ent
ity, which are indispensable evidences of crisis of nat
ional integration.

A major fallout of this crisis of integration in Nigeria
is its threat to development. The proliferation of sece
ssionist groups such as MASSOB, IPOB, OPC and M
OSOP, among others, is a case in point. This not only
raises the questions of loyalty to the Nigerian state as
against group interest, it is also an indispensable evi
dence of challenges of national integration facing the
Nigerian state. Thus, when secessionist groups like
MASSOB, MOSOP, OPC, etc, develop identities like f
lags, coat of arms and anthems different from that of
Nigeria, they are simply threatening national integra

tion. When Boko Haram declares some part of the co
untry as its sovereign Caliphate and imposes a religi
on contrary to what is provided for in the Constitutio
n on the secularity of the Nigerian state, its action a
mounts to a threat not just to the sovereignty and ter
ritoriality of the Nigerian state but also to the corpor
ate existence of the Nigerian state and the unity of its
citizens.

Challenges of Development in Nigeria

Evidently, some of the major development challenge
s in Nigeria include mass poverty, socio-economic in
equality, youth unemployment, food insecurity and i
nsufficiency, climate change and unfavourable clima
tic conditions, among others. According to the Natio
nal Baseline Youth Survey Report, youth unemploym
ent rate in Nigeria stood at 54 per cent in 2012. Of th
is figure, 51.9 per cent were females while 48.1 Per ce
nt were males (NBS, 2012). However, by June 2014,
the Central Bank of Nigeria (CBN) had provided stati
stics that suggested that 8o per cent of Nigerian yout
hs were unemployed. Such astronomical rise in une
mployment rates clearly points to a country that is a
danger to itself. As experiences from Middle East an
d North Africa (MENA Region) have shown, rising y
outh unemployment constitute potent threats to soci
o-political and economic stability and national securi
ty. The ‘Arab Spring’, which swept through Egypt, Tu
nisia, Libya, Yemen, Syria and other Arab countries
was, among other factors, caused by youth unemploy
ment. Till date, Egypt, Tunisia and Libya are grappli
ng with some of the highest degrees of economic, sec
urity and political crises in recent African history. Th
e reason is because, as African Development Bank no
ted, all three countries failed at job creation, especial
ly for the young. Between 1980 and 2010, North Afri
ca’s economies failed to grow fast enough sufficient g
ood jobs. While per capita income growth in the regi
on averaged only 0.5 per cent per year (the worst in a
ny region in the world), unemployment averaged abo
ut 12 per cent (ADB, 2012).

Though statistics from National Bureau of Statistics,
(NBS) indicate some level of economic growth in Nig
eria, this growth has been ‘a jobless growth’ that is n
ot inclusive as unemployment and poverty continue t
o threaten Nigeria’s existence. In its 2014 World Pov
erty Index, the World Bank reported that Nigeria is o
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ne of the countries in which over 70 per cent of the p
opulation lives below US$1.25 per day. According to
the report, 7% of the 1.2billion people living below p
overty line in the world are Nigerians. Specifically, th
e Report asserted that “...three-fifths of the world’s e
xtreme poor are concentrated in just five countries: I
ndia, China, Nigeria, Bangladesh and Democratic Re
public of Congo (DRC)” (World Bank, 2015:2).

Apart from oil, agriculture remains a major income e
arner for Nigeria. Beside this, the sector provides job
s for an estimated 771 per cent of Nigeria’s population
. It is also estimated that Nigeria cultivates over 25 m
illion hectares of land for various forms of food crops
. In addition, the United Nations Food and Agricultu
ral Organisation (FAO) records that Nigeria has 19 m
illion heads of cattle, the largest in Africa; 82 million
of its 91 million-hectare land area is arable, while the
Federal Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Developm
ent estimates that the country’s coasts, rivers, lakes a
nd streams make 230 billion cubic metres of water a
vailable for fishing and aquaculture.

Despite the vast arable lands that lay across the coun
try with abundant agricultural resources at its dispos
al, Nigeria remains a country stricken by food insuffi
ciency. For instance, while Nigeria produces only 50
0,000 tons of rice, its annual consumption is 2.5 mill
ion tons. The consequence of this is that Nigeria has
become the second largest world importer of rice an
d other food materials after Singapore. In May 2015,
the Central Bank of Nigeria showed that between Ja
nuary 2014 and May 2015, Nigeria spent N1.18 trillio
n on food imports including toothpick. Out of this a
mount, $1.39 million was spent importing fish, $1.33
million on rice, $375.67 million on milk, and $1.32
million on toothpick. A critical examination of this w
ill show that apart from the non-sustainability of this
in the wake of current decline in oil revenue, the da
mage of these in revenue and job losses and negative
consequences on industrialization are also manifest.

Unfortunately, the crisis of food insufficiency in Nige
ria has been made much more complex by increasing
rate of flood across the country, mostly caused by nat
ural occurrences such as climate change. However, h
uman activities have largely contributed to this natio
nal crisis. The 2012/2013 floods, which began in July

2012 has been termed the worst in 40 years. It affect
ed 30 out of the 36 states of the Federation including
the Federal Capital Territory (FCT) and by Novembe
r 5, 2012, had killed over 363 persons and displaced
about 2.1 million others. On the whole, an estimated
total of seven million people were affected and accor
ding to the National Emergency Management Agenc
y (NEMA), the estimated damages and losses caused
by the floods were worth N2.6 trillion. Despite state
responses to the flood crisis, Nigeria is not yet free as
Kaduna, Katsina, Sokoto, Zamfara and many other st
ates were as recently as August 5, 2015 submerged b
y flood leaving in its trail, deaths, displacement, hun
ger and ultimately, poverty (Channels Television, Au
gust 5, 2015). This is against the backdrop of the proj
ections by both the Nigerian Meteorological Agency (
NiMet) and the Nigerian Hydrological Services Agen
cy (NIHSA) that 12 States in Nigeria are prone to flo
od in 2015.

Development Challenges and Security Crisis i
n Nigeria

There are no doubts, as recent events have shown, th
at the challenges of development to a very large exte
nt impact not just on human security but also on nati
onal security on the one hand and national integratio
n on the other. A critical examination of recent secur
ity challenges in Nigeria; militancy in the Niger Delta
, Boko Haram insurgency in the North East, herdsme
n-farmer clashes in North Central, fratricidal wars i
n the Southern regions (Umulere-Aguleri, Ife-Modak
eke, [jaw-Itsekiri communal clashes), ethno-religiou
s intolerance, kidnapping and armed robbery, amon
g others; will reveal that they are rooted in the follo
wing factors;

1. Identity crises, group belongingness, minorit
y rights and loyalty;

2. Class relations and political exclusion;

3. Crisis of wealth creation and distribution; an
d

4. The increasing inability of the Nigerian state
to meet the needs, expectations and aspirati

ons of its citizens, among others (Bande, 201
2: 80).
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TABLE 2- Incidences of Armed Robbery, Kidnapping and Murder in Nigeria: 2000-2012

Year Armed Robbery Kidnapping Assassinations/Murder
2000 1,877 243 1,255
2001 2,809 249 2,120
2002 3,889 337 2,117
2003 3,497 410 2,136
2004 3,184 349 2,550
2005 2, 275 798 2,074
2006 2,863 372 2,000
2007 2,327 277 1,981
2008 2,340 309 1,956
2009 5,909 703 2,055
2010 2,240 738 1,828
2011 NA NA 2,116
2012 2,088 600 2,233

Sources: 2000-2002, Nigeria Police Force Crime Abstracts; 2003-2009, Nigeria Police Force Annual Reports; 201
0-2012, National Bureau of Statistics (NBS) and United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC).

5,000 A
4,000 / \
3,000 T / \
2,000 ,/ \\ /\——/ \ ,/
\_/ \_/
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2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012

= Armed Robbery = e==Kidnapping Assassinations/Murder

FIGURE 1- Incidences of Armed Robbery, Kidnapping and Assassination/Murder in Nigeria: 200
0-2012

Sources: Compiled with data from 2000-2002, Nigeria Police Force Crime Abstracts; 2003-2009, Nigeria Police F
orce Annual Reports; 2010-2012, National Bureau of Statistics (NBS) and United Nations Office on Drugs and Cri
me (UNODC)
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Among the three variables, armed robbery and assassination/murder have been in the increase since 2000. The sa
me scenario is also replicated in human trafficking as shown in Table 3;

TABLE 3- Data Analysis of Rescued Victims of Human Trafficking in Nigeria: 2008 - 2013

Reported Cases 2008 2009 | 2010 | 2011 | 2012 | 2013
External trafficking for sexual exploitation 113 112 62 152 226 186
Internal trafficking for sexual exploitation 48 58 89 80 55 58
External trafficking for labour exploitation - 69 26 21 39 25
Internal trafficking for labour exploitation 273 197 169 302 53 96
Nigerians deported as illegal migrants 8 73 9 44 14 21
Child labour 207 89 63 100 205 212
Child abuse 166 110 88 64 60 37
Child abduction from guardianship 2 4 1 5 4 8
Forced marriage 2 4 2 1 0 3
Rape/sexual abuse 5 10 36 34 16 4
Others 357 231|470 173 |77 314
Total 1181 957 1015 | 976 749 964

Source: NAPTIP Human Trafficking Reports, 2000 — 2013

The contemporary Nigerian society has risen to ques
tion our commonly held traditional notions of societ
y, especially in the African context “in which the indi
vidual is a member of some kind of fellowship” (Glic
kman, 1967: 3) and where everyone is viewed as equ
al. As Nyerere (1960) had noted, the traditional Afric
an Society whether it had a chief or not was a society
of equals and it conducted business through discussi
ons.

In Nigeria today, this equality, membership and belo
ngingness are under serious threats. One major sour
ce of violent social conflicts has been disputes over g
roup and national membership: ethnic, racial and rel
igious populations have been identified as illegitimat
e members of local communities and ethnic-national
ities, and their exclusion has been used to legitimize
individual persecution, ethnic violence and civil wars
. Targeted populations have been forcibly displaced f
rom their homes, social networks and governmental
protection, and have been forced to seek refuge withi
n their own countries and across borders.

Another source of social conflict in Nigeria is class re
lation and political exclusion. Valid as the arguments

by mainstream analysts such as Ake (2006), Nnoli (1
980), among others may seem, that political exclusio
n in Nigeria is occasioned by ethnicity that has its ro
ot in colonial administration, their analytical framew
ork is ahistorical. Otherwise, history reveals that up t
o the early part of the Nigeria’s independence, Dr. N
namdi Azikiwe, a nationalist of Igbo extraction and h
is NCNC party dominated the politics of the Western
region. The party also had strong affiliations with the
Northern Elements Progressive Union (NEPU). Hist
ory also reveals that the Northern People’s Congress
(NPC) was not predominantly an Hausa-Fulani party
as has been asserted in extant literature. The truth, t
hough difficult to agree with, is that pre-independen
ce political struggles, championed by nationalist, wer
e aimed at ensuring a strong and united Nigeria irres
pective of ethno-religious differences.

Apart from being ahistorical, the analytical framewo
rk of mainstream analysts is also asocial because the
y failed to take into consideration the role of class an
d elitism in the political struggles and equations of p
ost-independence Nigeria. The betrayal of Dr. Azikiw
e and his NCNC in the Western region was not infor
med by ethnic considerations but by class and ideolo
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gical differences. Otherwise, how does one explain th
e continued crisis between Chief Awolowo’s faction o
f Action Group and that of Chief Samuel Akintola, w
hich ultimately resulted in the 1962 Western region ¢
risis that contributed significantly to the collapse of t
he First Republic?

Experiences have shown that political elites have exp
loited ethno-religious differences in Nigeria to advan
ce their personal and class interest. Over time, ethno
-religious differences have influenced the pattern of
political development. Party formations and alliance
s, political loyalty, patronage and allocation of state r
esources now bear the imprints of ethnic rather than
national considerations and outlook. The consequen
ce of this has been the escalation of violent social con
flicts, which in turn threaten political stability, huma
n security, maximization of social welfare and socio-
economic development. Social conflicts and security
challenges in Nigeria can also be located in the crisis
of wealth creation and distribution and the increasin
g inability of the state to meet the needs, expectation
s and aspirations of its citizens. The agitations for res
ource control that metamorphosed into militancy in
the Niger Delta region and the pastoralist crisis in th
e North Central, especially in Plateau and Benue Stat
es, which are gradually but steadily spreading across
Nigeria, can be explained from this perspective.

In any agrarian society as in Nigeria, land remains a
major factor of production. When access to land is th
reatened either by environmental degradation, as is t
he case in the Niger Delta region, or by the questioni
ng and challenging of a group’s belongingness and m
embership of a given community that has control ove
r land, violent social conflict is a natural consequenc
e. Secondly, when certain groups of individuals or a
whole collectivity feel excluded or alienated from wh
at they consider to be collectively owned resources, r
esistance to such exclusion, real or imagined, is a nat
ural consequence. Evidently, the whole gamut of viol
ent social conflicts in Nigeria that has assumed religi
ous and ethnic dimensions, result from the feelings o
f exclusion and alienation from the commonwealth a
nd resources of the Nigerian state. The increasing rat
e of mass poverty in Nigeria and the obvious inabilit
y of the Nigerian state to address it, largely underpin
the escalation of security crisis that has prevailed ove
r the years.

However, the emergence and upsurge in militant Isla
mism and terrorism remain the greatest challenge to
security and development in contemporary Nigerian
society. Boko Haram, a domestic terrorist group with
affiliation to international terrorist networks such as
al-Qaeda and the Islamic State of Iraq and Syria (ISI
S), has since 2003 occasioned complex and overlapp
ing security and humanitarian crises, especially in th
e north-eastern part of Nigeria. In cumulative terms,
the group is believed to have killed over 30,000 pers
ons (including security operatives, civilians, women
and children) and caused the displacement of about
1.6 million people and 17,738 refugees (IDMC, 2016;
Sule, 2016). In 2014 alone, Boko Haram abducted m
ore than 200 girls from Government Secondary Scho
ol, Chibok, Bornu State and carried out attacks that 1
ed to at least 7,000 deaths (ICG, 2015). Apart from t
he killings and internal displacement of persons, the
activities of the insurgent group is also threatening t
he sovereignty and territoriality of the Nigerian state
as well as the stability and legitimacy of political regi
mes as the group has declared some conquered territ
ories as its sovereign Caliphate and imposed Sharia r
ule.

As has been established in extant researches and stu
dies, development, whether in socio-cultural, econo
mic, or political terms, cannot take place in any form
or degree in an environment characterized by insecu
rity and uncertainties (Adetula, 2005). For instance,
in its 2011 World Development Report, the World Ba
nk argued that institutional and personal insecurity
has become the primary challenge for economic deve
lopment not just in Nigeria and Africa, but across the
world. This is because security crisis not only threate
ns economic growth and development and public inc
ome, it reproduces itself in massive black marketeeri
ng, organized crimes, humanitarian crises such as in
ternal displacement and refugee flows, among others
. The consequence of this is that public resources me
ant for infrastructural development in health, educat
ion, etc. are diverted in an attempt to attend to huma
nitarian and emergency situations. As scholars and a
nalysts have argued in several fora, security crises wi
11 for some time remain a threat to lives and livelihoo
ds of Nigerian citizens and the corporate existence of
the Nigerian state unless the fundamental issues that
begat and sustain them are interrogated and resolve
d.
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CONCLUSION

This paper has sought to identify the challenges of de
velopment in Nigeria and to establish the impact of t
hese challenges on security and national integration.
The forgoing has shown that the relationship among
development, security and national integration in Ni
geria, is not linear but dialectical. They not only imp
act on each other, they also reinforce and sustain eac
h other. In fact the relationship is an endemic cycle i
n a perpetual motion in which one begets the other.
As has been pointed out, development cannot take pl
ace in an environment characterized by insecurity an
d instability.

However, the politicization of development initiative
s and overt proclivity towards ethno-religious identit
y in all policies and programmes of the state and gro
up activities are clear and indispensable evidences of
the nature and character of not just the Nigerian stat
e but also its ruling class. Apart from its negative im
pact on security and development and threat to the u
nity and corporate existence of the Nigerian state, it
also explains why these challenges have remained re
current and endemic in Nigeria.

Be that as it may, beyond the examination of the inte
rface among development, security and national inte
gration, there is the urgent need to identify and furth
er interrogate the negative consequences and the des
tructive outcomes of this interface on the one hand a
nd the recommendations of practical and sustainable
policy measures that will address the problems of sec
urity and national integration as well as the challeng
es of development that they engender.

To set the tone, there is need for scholars and analyst
s to consider issues of structural, institutional and se
ctoral reforms in Nigeria as policy options for addres
sing these challenges. Such reforms must be made to
refocus the role of the Nigerian state in ensuring the
wellbeing and protection of its citizens irrespective o
f ethnic, cultural and religious affiliations and identit
ies.

Secondly, beyond the need for institutional and secto
ral reforms, attention must first be laid to those facto
rs that give rise to and sustain the security crises that
threaten development and national integration. Thus
, addressing issues of poverty, unemployment, group
identity, among others, must become primary respo
nsibilities of the Nigeria state.

Thirdly, governments at all levels must identify the u
rgent need for national attitudinal re-orientation and
through intensive and extensive enlightenment prog
rammes and policies seek to redirect Nigerians towar
ds the transfer of loyalties from primordial ethnic an
d regional nationalities and associations to the feder
al government. To this end, the National Reorientati
on Agency, religious groups and associations, school
s and institutions of learning must be mandated to p
reach and teach values and ethics that direct all to th
e benefit and importance of service to the Nigerian st
ate more than to one’s ethnic or regional group.

Finally, while the ideological underpinning of Boko
Haram insurgency may require strategic interrogatio
n, especially in the face of the on-going counter-insu
rgency operations by the Nigerian security agencies,
what is important here, and this must be stressed wit
h every amount of emphasis, is the need to completel
y reject in its entirety, any group by whatever name,
ethnic origin or religious affiliation, and ideology, wh
ose operations threaten the security of the lives of Ni
gerians and the corporate existence of the Nigeria sta
te.
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